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| Welcome to the latest edition of the newsletter, which is full of encouraging examples of towers |

§ working together and supporting their local communities. Bruton led the way with their ‘We Ring for §

¢ You’ campaign during the year, and Sandford Orcas have continued this spirit of outreach. Ringers §

. from different towers came together to help celebrate Christmas, supporting local events such as §

¢ Christmas markets as well as carol concerts and Christmas Day services.

AGM

The AGM on Saturday 25th October was held at Wincanton and attended by 22 members representing

11 towers.

Simon stepped down as Ringing Master and in his report,
Your new Branch Officers: highlighted the work of Chris Thomas and her team, and the

Chair: Rob Back progression of the ringers in the Branch. He is looking forward
air: Rob Backus . e .
to seeing how ringing across the Branch continues to grow and

Ringing Master: Toby Doar evolve under new leadership.

Treasurer: Cathy Civill We welcome Rob Backus as the new Chair and Toby Doar as the

Secretary: Emma Ceely new Ringing Master and wish them every success in their new
Education Officer: Anna Joyce roles. We also welcome Joe Wheller to the brand new role of

CCCBR rep: Anna Joyce web master for the Cary Branch, bringing us into the age of

Web Officer: Joe Wheller

technology..

_ Ollie Feltham was welcomed as a new member of the Cary
Newsletter Editor: Emma Ceely Branch. Anita Taylor, Joanne Wallwork, Helen Donnelly and

I ——————— Rick Pollard were also elected as members.

There are four long service achievements to note. Adrian
Chiplen reaches 50 years in the Cary Branch; Charles Buckler, Anthony Higgins and Roger Price all
celebrate 40 years. (See photos below)
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j judged and voted for their favourite band. Congratulations to

% Wincanton who were the winning band and were presented



News from the Towers
Christmas Ringing a plenty around the Branch

S B Bruton and Wincanton ringers got together to ring for the carol

service at Pitcombe...until the organ started and we couldn’t
hear ourselves ring! ‘Call Change Minor’ worked out well

though, as well as Plain Hunt on four.

o RS .
Joe Wheller, Petra Dowell, Roy Taylor, Emma Ceely friends from

and Aaron Moreton

Bruton ringers with

Batcombe and

Evercreech rang to

open the Bruton

Festive Spirit ‘
Christine Dunn, Syra Forshaw, Petra Dowell, Luke
Haughton, Joe Wheller, John Dunford and Sue Wade

Christmas market.

More combined tower

The 3 bells of Shepton Montague ringing in Batcombe,

were rung by Joe, Petra and Roy

where ringers from

‘ Batcombe and
Joe, Tom, Petra, Syra, Luke and Katherine ) o
. . Wincanton joined
rang for Christmas Day in Bruton

forces to open the

Christmas carol
concert. Thanks to
Sue, Marguerite, Joy, Jeanette, Paul and Emma. Particular
thanks goes to Sue and the Batcombe choir for the
beautiful singing.

The bells at Queen Camel also rang in the New Year,
primarily a family affair with Paul Reeves, Ed Reeves,
Anna Marsden, Luke Marsden, Simon Tremewan,

Jonathon Coulson and Katherine Anderson

Bath & Wells Diocesan Association
Om Thuraday. 1 January 226

Oneen Camel, Somerset
St Barnstes
Tenot: 36-3-7 ia ¢

Call Changes

L Paul A Re
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. Rung before and after midnight to ring out the old year
Bruton Ringers get full marks for the most s ek i o N Yo

dersom would like ta be acsnciated with
nz vounds an the T'reble to ting i the

festive ringing, pictured here ringing in the

Happy New Year

New Year. Thank you to Karen, Christine,

Harry, Joe, Petra, Emma and Syra




We ring for you! - Simon Tremewan

At Sandford Orcas we are emulating the excellent example of the Bruton ringers with our own
"Sandford Orcas rings for you". Our first ring was on Tuesday 11h  November to celebrate the birth of
a granddaughter and a 3274 wedding anniversary. Helen Donnelly rang her first Call Change Peal. I

hope we will have many future occasions upon which we are called to ring on behalf of our villagers and

we look forward to seeing news from other towers who are offering a similar service.

Presentations

Congratulations to Adrian Chiplen |§

of Wincanton for 50 years
membership of the Bath and Wells il
Diocesan Association of Change

Ringers. >

Ollie Feltham was presented

with his membership pack by
Simon at the AGM

<

Welcome to Joanne Wallwork

(above) and Anita Taylor who

were presented with their

membership packs at their Christine Dunn was celebrated by the Bruton ringers and
Barton St David/ West Lydford

Christmas meal in November.

friends after stepping down from the role of Tower

Captain at Bruton. She is succeeded by Joe Wheller.

What's happening in your tower?

Do you have anything you would like included in the next newsletter? Would you like to write a
short article about a workshop or ringing experience? Photos and copy to be with the editor by 5th

April please. carybranch.news @bath-wells.org



mailto:echipp23@gmail.com

Tower Focus - Wincanton - JanetLowe

Wincanton Church Tower and Bells — a brief history

Christians have worshipped in Wincanton for over a thousand
years and a church,
dedicated to St Peter and St
Paul, has stood on this site
for many centuries. There
may have been a church
building in Wincanton in
Saxon times, though no
trace remains and records

for that time are scanty.

The church at Wincanton has been built and rebuilt many
times, but there is no trace of Saxon or Norman masonry, at
least above ground.

The oldest part now visible is the tower. The first three stages
are medieval, possibly as early as the fourteenth century. The stonework of this part is
different from the rest of the building. The stones are more irregular in size and include many
grey-green blocks of “greensand” typical of the quarries around Pen Selwood.

The eighteenth century in Wincanton was a time of great activity when the church building
underwent major re-ordering and enlargement. Between 1735 and 1748 bells were re-cast.
Finally, in 1793 the tower, then housing a clock and five bells, was raised by about 4m and a
sixth bell added.

The original six bells were cast by Robert and James Wells of
Aldbourn, near Swindon. These were all recast in 1947 by
Gillett and Johnson at Croydon Bell Foundry, and two new
trebles were added to complete the octave. The treble weighs
4%cwt while the tenor weighs 15%cwt, the ring being tuned to
the scale of F#. The entire ring of eight was hung with new
fittings and framework, with the two new bells and the fifth
bell positioned at a higher level than the remaining five bells,
and the ringing chamber being on the ground floor.




Branch practices & Workshops

Charlton Mackrell provided some challenges and a few laughs for the ringers at the
November practice. For the learners, it was the usual problem of which bell to
follow but even some of the experienced ringers were caught out by not
remembering to look the other way for the anti-clockwise ring! It was an excellent

first practice run by Toby, with Rounds, Call Changes, Grandsire Doubles, Reverse

Canterbury, Plain Hunt Minor, Bob Minor and Stedman.

The final practice of year was held at Castle Cary where the bells are often called a
bit tricky but it was a popular practice with 14 ringers. Call Changes, Plain Hunt
Triples and Plain Hunt Major, Grandsire Triples, St Simon’s Triples and Single

Oxford Bob Triples.

Would you like to be more involved in your Branch? Would
you like to attend an ART level 1 course, learning how to teach

bell handling? Contact me at carybranch.secretary@bath-
wells.org We are hosting a course on Saturday 14th March in
Pitcombe. How about a rope splicing course? Let me know if
you would be interested.

We are looking for someone
who would like to coordinate
(but not necessarily ring in)
Quarter Peals for the Branch.
Contact me
carybranch.secretary@bath-

wells.org if you think this is a
role that would suit you.

BRANCH PRACTICES

+JANUARY

Q“;‘;ffm NORTHCADBURY (2304 )

+FEBRUARY

+MARCH

‘aATURDAb (
Q\ ™ CORTON DENHAM 230-4/ )

+APRIL

Plans for 2026

( TEMPLECOMBE > 30_4/ ) ..........................

Branch Practices are changing for this year.

Keep your afternoons free on 1st and 3rd

GATURD S ana) :
(G vormucwemmon  (2204) ) Saturdays of the month. Everyone is
Q\“E‘ié‘?‘ DIFSHENS (z30a) ) welcome at these practices, even if you only

usually ring Rounds or Call Changes. There
will also be some weekday evening practices.

ATURDA CASTLE CARY 230-4)
¢ ) Watch out for the full list which has been
soutncaosury (7830 3) sent to your Tower Captains shortly.

EATURCA’ ( \
<'.8TH EVERCREECH 230-4/ )

Red pathway practices continue by invitation. Can you already ring Cambridge? Are you able
to ring other Surprise Minor Methods but never get the chance? Please contact Cathy if you

would like to be included for Red Practices: catherine.civill@btinternet.com
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If you are interested in Call Changes,
and would like to be added to the Call
Change Collective Whatsapp group run

Bath & Well: Doresan Assoelation

Va Lweiday, 11 Movensbed 2023 i 19

by Simon, please get in touch with him

at simon.tremewan@gmail.com

First Call Chznge Pe=' 2 and ¢
Rurg to celebrate the birth of Megot Crace CaM,

Also lo culebuste e wediic g aiversacy ol Richad
s Miggie Tolland 4

It’s just one more bell - Emma Ceely

We are often told that moving from Doubles to Minor is “just one more bell,” but Plain Bob Minor
has been eluding me for months. I couldn’t see it, I couldn’t hear it - and therefore I couldn’t ring it.

On paper, it really zs just one more bell, but that extra bell changes everything: the rhythm, the speed,
the way the line flows, and the need to look and listen more widely across the band. Without the
grounding and steadying tenor ‘dong’, the familiarity of Doubles suddenly disappears, and instead you
find yourself trying to track a pattern that feels unexpectedly foreign. It’s no wonder so many ringers
say that Minor is the point at which the true challenge begins.

This week, however, something finally clicked. Georgina and I threw ourselves into Minor practice,
starting with an excellent workshop led by Chris and her team, followed by a focussed evening
dedicated entirely to Plain Bob Minor at South Cadbury. Having the chance to ring it repeatedly,
with steady and experienced support around us, made all the difference.

A special thank you must go to all the helpers who patiently rang Bob Minor countless times
throughout the day. Their support, perseverance, and good humour turned what had felt like an
insurmountable hurdle into a genuine breakthrough.

Congratulations to Jim Ebner from Wincanton
for his first quarter peal of Bob Doubles on what
would have been Kev’s birthday in November.

Janet Lowe, Richard D’Arcy, Jim Ebner, Roy Taylor, Paul Reeves (O),
Emma Ceely

Christine Thomas called
her first Sixty on Thirds at
Ashcott

Bath & Wells Diocesan Association

On Weéneséey, 2 December 2025

Asheott, Somerset

AL Saint:

‘lenar; 12=0=21 iaF
66 Call Chunges
Sixty on Third:

1 Chuiztine Theas (C)

2 Viv Mcllale

3 William Hall

1 Helen Dannelly
»  Richaid Pollard
6

Simon Tremewan

Rung to celebrate the first birthéay of Noah Drayley,
grandson of Christine Thomas.

First as Conductor L

Congratulations also to
Rick Pollard who rang his
first quarter peal, trebling
to Grandsire Doubles

Bath & Wells Diocesan Association
On Thursday. 11 December 2025 in 42m

Barron St David, Somerset
st David
Tenor: 9210 4n As
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Rick Pollard
Viv McHale
Cathy Civ:ll
Simon Tremewan
William L Hall (C)
W N Benry
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Birthday compliments to Ralph on the oth,
First on the sreble for 1
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